


^frBy DONArD E, WILKES, JR. 



Brading was taken Into tcmporaty ^,l%3.iCastti> said: "United Slates his brother. 
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^ Af 17 If! hi ^ Qf course, it IS always possible that 

At J2:30 p.m. on Nov. 22 1963, plans to eliminate the membership of the conspiracy 

PHsid^t John F Kennedy ^s amsisted of unknown persons J 

^msmated m DaUas. Te^ In Pa^ ^ |jg ^afe/' and thereafter & atfitiated with any of the above groups, 

j (Me of (his article, published last week, dujmg the w^ks immediately before^t secret ■ U,S. ^ :fiOvemment mnimittee If this was the case, the conspiracy was V 

P'-**ly ,n»n in,n„n,ber, ttnd it !*■* 




atim and related events \mduding the 
^ - murder of lee Harvey Oswald, alleged- i(s 
" fy the ihemdenfs assassin] that F - ^ ^ 
believe remain ummswered. 



the Soviet government, the Cuban 
govCTiimeiit, the Secret Service, the 
FBI and the CIA. from involvement in 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy,. The committee cendoded, how- 
ever, that the evidence did not predude 
Jthc possibitily that individual members 
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are mlbt'. ^^^^steribus 

1 ^ - -- 

individual members of orga^zed^me 

Ktmiedyf Thai President Kennedy :i, ' ■ ; ,.:v.:.v.. . 

.was assassinated as a result of a ^ ' -^ ' ' ’■ * ■ *be former New Orleans 

Sai,dXrbX%"^^^ 

• 2Tte*lKITp!S?^^ periphery of V 

i during, and immediately 
f assassination; (3) during 
j- preceding Kovembet, 196 
law enforcement agendes 

' . country received fhmi different sources wtankJd "crime- because the" Mafia ^ .^^^pmnaiioti, my own view is mat me 

j Information that a plot had been Wa^^Sl^d^l k3v f« “X" T ^ ‘ 

■4 formed toMII Ihe president by shoottngfy tbrecapt^Ofo. nriorto^^ n A”«=nran '^Ismail group of American Intelligence 

i him froma boildlncr with a hlott ;r™^*T®j operatives, anti-Castro Cubans and 

I'pow^rifletndlnted. a Mafia Irnem^rs who had worked^ 

t^tial vi^t to Chicano in iwriv ' In Havana casinCB a^ test^j(ill.the anti-Casiro Cubans, or who fWi. together in the past to kill othem. . t 

" November 1963 'was cartcelted be^ to«!l'*thS'Mlai'"'h"a*^ ^ reasons regarded^ Oid £A Harvey Oswa/d Mhoot 

^^^’ai«^Sn thX^te? M) nw “* ®" ,com.;S/Ws/diwt,/fe«„e<6,y Both the Warren ; 

Secret StCTlec i ^ u» ^ *° u ” pw-pacifistic. or unwilling -y Commission in 1%4 and the Hou.w 

' Robert F Id ^J 9 » ' 
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|T ■ u" 1 t if J —'—v-'-v'v-wvr.. jsav„ ayia^aauivJitf-Gar^nCfJ^ItatlBn L.. 

Union, whkh was dosdy allied ^tWfearious .foreigJi Jeade^^^^ (See /itferfml/fcgcdly found hidden on the 

t i-a .« k Senate Select Committee ,'' of the Schtwl Book Depository minutes 

ys t leQ^nititelligcnoe andj^iofl Intel Mgencea Alleged Assassi-' v after s, the ^ asi^essination. Since no 
Mcnef police ^S^^es (wUh w irithout^| nation Boti ^Against , Foreign Lead-j?^ eyewitness could Identify file person or 
ri S^t Jers/') teamed up with file i.^personS firing Depository and 

po iw, the KGB) might haye esrikd j Mafia to try tb kU I Castro* Bmbkbly fbeyrS'ith^ was no oth^ ' 

,QUt the assassmation in retaliation^fory^-- --- ^ - - ■ 



^ viduals were actually detained by the 
' Dallas potied at the assassination scene 
For eiamples Eugene Hale Bradfngi 
aka Jim Braden, an individual with a 
record of serious criininar convictbns 
and : connections l^^tti the ’^highest 

echetbns of organic crime. (See the ^ ^ 

^ssassln-^ the pFrtii aginVt 

■ . .?^;^;;j;:-^;fac1 ^jn.i^p^^ ipterviewioti.'s^.'*'^^ '■ 
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evidence, including most importantly: 
(1) Oswald owned the rifle: (2) a bullet 
fired from the rifle was found on a 
stretcher at the hospital where the 
President and Governed Cbnnally were 
rushed; (3) Oswald's palmptint was 
found on the rifle and his fingerprints 
were found on bo?ees in the sixth floor 
where the rifle was supposedly found 
and from which the shots ..were 
allegedly fired; (4) fragments fi^m a 
bullet fired from the rifle were found in 
the Presidential limousine after the 
assassination; and (5) three empty 
cartridge cases allegedly found near 
the rifle had been fired froru the rifle. 
Certainly this evidence is highly 
incriminating to Oswald, but I must 
note that none of it really proves that 
Oswald fired the rifle; stated difierent* 
ly, the drcmnstantial evidence does not 
tell us who fired the rifle, but at most 
only that a particular rifle (belonging to 
Oswald) was used and that Oswald had 
handled the rifle. Moreover, not all of 
this inculpatory dreumstantia] evf- 
dence is as strong or as reliable as one 
might tHnkp The following facts make 
it doubtful that the rifle said to have 
been found on the sixth floor was 
Oswald's: (1) although there was no 
evidence that Oswald wore gloves or 
cleaned the rifle or the cartridges with 
doth, none of his fing^rints was 
found on the rifle itself or the cartridge 
cases; (2) the so-called palmprint was 
found under suspicious dfcumstances, 
not photographed (in ‘violation of 
regulations) and repeated late* and at 
any rate the palmprint was under the 
barrel and could have been placed 
there only when the rifle was disas* 
sembled; (3) the rifle said to have been 
on the sixth floor was of a different 
length dian the rifle Oswald supposed- 
ly ordered in his own handwriting from 
a mail-order house; (4) although both 
the rifle allegedly shipped to Oswald’s 
post office box and the sixth floor rifle 
bone the same serial number (C2766), 
the fact remams that there is a definite 
possibility that other simikr or identi- 
cal 6,5mm Mannlicber-Carcano rifles 
bear the same serial number, and 
therefore it is not certain that the rifle 
ordered and the rifle found are the 
same rifle; and (5) ^Ihe. famous 
photographs supposedly showing Os* 
wald holding the rifle later found in the 
sixth floor may not be geniune, 



even if g^ume are suspicious. I will 
also note ttat drcumstantial evidence 
suiTiounding the finding of the stretcher 
bullet at the hospital arc suspidous and 
contradictory, and the bullet may have 
been plant^. That Oswald's prints 
found on boxes on the sixth floor 
b hardly suspidous; he worked there 
moving boxes as part of his job. 

There are .still other reasons for 
doubting that Oswald was the assassin. 
For example, Oswald was not a 
sufficiently good marksman to have 
shot the President with this rifle from 
the sixth floor. I also observe that after 
the assassination he did not behave the 
way we would expect a Ptesidenfia! 
assassin to act. Unlike virtually aH 
previous persons who have shot and 
killed American presidents, Oswald 
^d not glory in the deed; he firmly and 
repeatedly dtsnied that he had sbet the 
Prudent, 1 condude that it is not 
established one way or another wbe-' 
there Oswald shot Pr^ident Kennedy, 
Did Lee Harv^ Oswtdd shoot 
Officer Tippett^ Both the Warren 
CommissiQn and the Ffouse Assassina- 
tions committee found that sometime 
between 1 p.m, and 1:20 p.m. on Nov, 
1963— that is^ 30 to 4S minutes after 
the President was shot— Lee Harvey 
Oswald shot Dallas Police Officer J*D* 
Tippett to death with a pistol Oswald 
was still carrying when he was arrested 
shortly thereafter in a motion picture . 
theater. Both the Wairen Commission 
mid flic Assassination Committee 
found that Oswald^s killing of Tippett 
was additional drcumstantial evidence 
that Oswald shot president Kennedy, 
Fbr the realms thaffollow, I do not 
think that the evidence is suffident to 
condude that Oswald shot ItppetL 
First, there was no reliable eyewitness 
testimony identifying Oswald as Tip 
pett’s kfller. There was some testimony' 
by witnesses that there were two 
lfl]ers,and that at least one of them fled 
in an automobile (Oswald could not 
drive,) Second, the experts have tried 
but have been unable to prove that the 
bullets removed from Tlppett^s body 
were fired from Oswald’s gim (the 
bairel cf which had been conveniently 
modified with the r«^t it did not leave 
identifiable marks on bullets fired). 
Third* thei^ is a discrepancy between 
the cartridge ca^ conveniently left at 
the scene^ the Tippett Utling and the 
ballets found in Tippett's body. Of the 



four shells found at the site of Tippett’s 
death, two were Western ,38s and two 
were Remington-Peters .3Ss; of the 
four ballets removed from Tippett’s 
body* three were Westerns and c©e 
was a lemingtOo-Peliers. : 

1 note further that there are a lot of 
ittysierious or suspicious circumstanoes 
surtounding the Tippett murder. First, 
there has never been adduced a 
satisfactory explanation of why Tippett 
was where be was at the time he was 
killed, and the police log tmnsmpts 
produced to explain this matter, 
internally contradictory, incomplete 
and bear signs of having been aJteredl 
<x tampered with. (See Sylvia A."^ 
Meagher, .A^rcr the Fact^ 

19670 - ' i 

Second, ft has hot been isatisfoctorily ■ 
e^lained why Oswald (if indeed he:ij 
was Tippetf s killer) was at the place j 
where Tippett was killed when the ■ 
killing occurred. Third, there has ttot 1 
been an adequate “investigation 
Tippett’s prior life or . his possible 
previous \ connections with ;^OswaId*^ 
Jack Ruby, or persons conn^ed with ^ 
Oswald or Ruby. 

Thus, I condude that there is not^j 
sufficient evidence one .way or another.! 
toanswerwhether Oswald shot Tippett. ' 

Was Lee ff<tfvey Oswald kUled as a 
resjiit of a conspirmy to silence him? 
Jack Ruby shot and Idll^ Oswald, a ! 
poUce piisoner, m the bas^^ of the 
Dallas Qty JaU at 11:21 a.m. on Nov. 
.24* 1963* less than 48 .hours, after the 
assassination cf President Kennedy, ! 
Speculation immediately arose that 
Ctewald had been kflled as & result of a ' 
conspiracy to prevent Oswald from 
talking. The Warren Commission found 
that Ruby had acted alone when he shot 
Oswald and accepted Ruby’s assertion 
that he acted out of grief, anger, and 
^pathy for the dead President’s 
famfly. The commission found no prior 
connection between Oswald and Ruby; 
it also found that Ruby had no 
significaat affiliatSons with organized 
crime, although it did acknowledge that 
the Chicago-born Ruby had been 
involved in criminal activities with 
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